WARMINSTER. 


Mr  Chairman  ana  Gentlemen, 


January  28th  1899. 


It  is  again  my  duty  to  present  to  you  my  annual 
statement  as  to  the  health  of  the  aistrict  during  the  past  year,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  death  rate  is  much  lower  and 
the  number  of  infectious  cases  much  less  than  for  many  years  past . 

My  information  as  to  t’-e  sanitary  state  of  the  district  has  been 
obtained  by  regular  inspection  of  the  various  villages,  and  sanitary  de¬ 
fects  at  these  inspections  have  been  reported  to  the  Council  at  their 
monthly  meetings.  -  . 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  for  the  year  v/as  79  to  which  must 
be  added  the  deaths  of  two  persons  in  the  Warminster  Cottage  Hospital 
of  persons  belonging  to  the  district,  thus  making  the  total  8l>  which  is 
equal  to  a  deathrate  of  10.8  per  1000. 

No  death  has  occurred  from  zymotic  diseases  ana  the  deathrate  of 
the  young  children  is  much  below  the  average. 

,  The  births  numbered  14o,  equal  to  a  birthrate  of  19.4  per  1000. 


The  following  table  epitomises  the  ages  at  which  deaths  occurred 
throughout  the  district. 

Under  one  year  of  age  _  5 
Over  one  and  under  five  years  of  age  ;1 
Over  five  and  uncer  fifteen  years  of  age  0 
Over  f  if  t-e  en  -  -and  und^-^  r .-,t  weaity  f  i  v:e  y  e.ar  g  .  of  ,  ^ 
Over  twenty  five  ana  under  sixty  five  years  of  age  22 


1 


Over  sixty  five  years  of  age 


49 


I  will  now  allude  to  the  presence  of  infectious  diseases  during 
the  year. 


Only. one  case  of  Diphtheria  and  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
reported  to  me.  Measles  were  very  prevalent  in  some  of  the  villages 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  ana  the  schools  at  Codforo  St  Peter 
ana  Haytesbury  were  closed  for  some  weeks  in  consequence,  but  no  fatal 
case  occurred,  Enteric  Fever,  Three  cases  were  reported  to  me,  one  at 
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Corslfcy,  one  at  Horniri^^bhain,  am.  ona  at  Sutton  Veny,  it  is  ver^  uifticult 
in  isolateo  cases  like  these,  especially  when  only  one  raomber  of  a  large 
family  is  infecteo,  to  ueterrnine  the  exact  cause  of  infection,  but  in  the 
case  at  Sutton  Veny  1  think  it  was  causec  by  using  the  water  from  a  well 
on  the  floor  of  the  baaehouso,  v;hich  on  account  of  the  x  being  cut  of 
orcer  was  usee  as  a  cip  well  ano  'A-hich  most  Mkely  became  contaminatec 
from  the  swcej ings  of  the  floor. 

During  the  year  I  have  cxaminoa  four  sfjnj  les  of  water,  two  of  v^hich 
1  founc  impure  ano  unfit  for  domestic  use.  It  aoes  not  necessary  follow 
thf.t  all  impure  waters  are  equally  oangerous  to  ho:  1th,  ana  it  is 
erroneous  to  think  that  the  uaily  use  of  chemicall;/  impure  water  is  bouna 
to  proauce  fever  or  some  other  cefinea  illness,  such  a  consequence  is  the 
exception,  the  most  aangercus  cone  it  ion  of  contamination  is  when  the  water 
is  polluteu  by  recent  h.*man  excreta  in  whicl'  case  the  water  is  invariably 
0 anger ous  to  use. 

Three  villages  in  the  aistrict  have  a  regular  water  sup)'ly  ano.  there 
are  rumours  oi’  other  villages  having  a  supply  shortly. 

In  some  of  the  villages  the  water  was  very  low’'  curing  the  ite  dry 
summer  anc  aevantage  v;as  taken  of  this  to  cleait  out  many  of  the  wells. 

None  of  the  villages  in  t.he  cistrict  have  any  proper  system  of 
sev/erage  nor  can  I  think  it  is  requirec,  as  the  farmhouses,  ana  other 
private  resicences  have  their  cwm  cesspits  or  cead  wells  at  some  distance 
from  the  house,  anc  the  water  supply,  anc  the  cottages  have  garaens 
rouno  their  cwellings  on  which  to  cispose  of  the  contents  of  their  closets 
w'hich  in  most  cases  are  emptied  at  regular  intervals.  The  ole  style  of 
privy  is  still  very  much  in  vogue,  but  by  cegrees  we  get  them  replaces 
by  closets  of  more  mocern  construction,  anc  if  on  our  insiecticn  we  fine 
ani  cf  these  clc  closets  toe  near  the  cottages,  or  water  supj-ly,  we  order 
them  either  to.  be  reraovec ,  or  replaccc.  by  earth  closets  anc  also  satis¬ 
fy.  ourselves  by  analysis  that  the  water  has  not  become  imqiure  by  perco¬ 
lation. 

The  cottage  accommocat ion  is  ample,  but  as  the  population  cecreases 

/ 

eutnUi^^ 

year  bi<  year,  the  worst  cottages  become  vacant  f  nc  are^^pulled  down.  I 
ao  not  think  there  is  a  village  in  the  aistrict  at  the  present  time  in 
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which  there  is  not  one  or  more  emjty  cottages.  I  am  well  aware  that 
i..any  ol'  the  cottages  at  present  inhabiteo  are  very  cofective,  the  floors 
being  eam].  at  times,  the  ceilings  lev/,  ant.  with  bearooms  situatea 
immeciately  unaer  the  roof,  without  fireplaces,  anc  with  small  wine ov/s 
almost  on  a  level  v/ith  the  floor,  ane  yet  with  all  these  trawbacks,  the 
agricultural  labourer  vvill  as  a  rule  jreler  a  cottage  of  this  ae  script  ion 
to  one  of  more  mocern  builu. 

Only  three  registerec  slaughter  houses  are  situateo  in  the  district, 
ana  these  together  'with  the  dairies  and  bakehouses  have  been  regularly 
inspect ec  and  founc.  in  a  satisfactory  conditicn. 

No  comjnon  Icog inghouse s  exist  in  the  ei strict  ana  no  offensive  traces 
are  carrieo  on. 

The  pollution  of  the  River  Wylye  by  sewage  matter  as  mentionec  in 
previous  reports  is  now  rerned  iec,  all  the  privies,  that  v/ere  situated 
near,  anc  aischargea  their  contents  oirectly  into  the  river  are  now 
converteo  into  earth  closets. 

I  beg  to  submit  with  this  report  the  usual  tables  coaling  with  the 
mortality,  ana  prevalence  of  ini’ectious  aiseases  curing  the  past  year. 

I  am 

Mr  Chairman  ana  Gentlemen, 


Meo  :  Officer  of  Health  to  the  7/arminster 
Rural  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman 

Rural  District  Council 
Warminster. 
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